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“ nf enrnape ... a campaign to save the Balkan rivers.

Dear friends of the Balkan rivers,

Since our last newsletter, we considerably intensified our fight for the creationVgdsa National
Parkand received overwhelming prominent supparfrom EU institutions to Hollywood celebrities.
Thenewd K2 NI FTAf Y Jpoduged by P@ahonia,@siMFisual action that we organize
four European capital cities helped to bring the issue on an international stage. Despite all the
support, the Allanian government seems determined to avoid the establishment of a Vjosa Nati
Park and create a nature park, instead. This would provide much weaker protection, exclude al
tributaries and keep the door open for future dam projects and other big infuastre projects,
adzOK Fa GKS ySg FANLINI ySFENI +f2Nr |yR G2dz
elections are coming up on April 25 and the Vjosa has become a central issue in the election
campaign. 94% of Albanians are in favour of thes¥jNational Park will they vote for the Vjosa in
thiselection?lCA Yy R 2dzi ¢6KI G ,h! OFry R2 (G2 02y idNRandz
this newsletter!

Your Blue Heart team wishes you a sunny spring!
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#VjosaNationalParkNowIn February, we submitted a detailgdoposal for the creation of the
Vjosa National Parto the Albanian government. Since then, we do everything in our power so th
RSOAaA2Y YIF{1SNAR OFyQi aAYLX e agSSL) (i Kthed/jodaN.
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we cloaked the foreground of globally recognised monuments in Paris, Berlin, Brussels, and Tit
withthedemandd + 22 & bl GA 2V I £ t | NJWelalSoheld ajpréss conferdncedr
the Brussels Press Cland handed over a collage of the visual action to EU Commissioner of the
OYBANRBYYSY (G +ANBAY AsBaziout{inkypiodidhe ¥jdsddakionas raek. Watkh
the VIDEf the crossEuropean action and findlORE PHOTOS
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Y+ 22al caavNBDBMNIRearly March, Patagonia released this short film about the que
of European rivers, calling on everyone to urge their politiciaos Albanian or EU levelto
commit to a #VjosaNathalParkNow. At this historic moment, people everywhere have an

obligation to speak for the Vjosa; to keep it running wild, foreVetATCH THE FllLdvd share!

...and many more

Prominent support for Vjosa KS OFff T2N 9dzNE LISPark had dttiddied thé A
support of many influential and prominent people: Act@égward NortorandLeonardo DiCaprio

(2), as well as SingeBongwriterEllie Gouldin@ll support the causelen awardees of the Right
Livelihood Award including the renowned Prof. em. Dr. Michael Succomrote an open letter to
the Albanian Prime Minister. Even newly elected Prime Minister of Ka&tiwo Kurtiand Albanian
presidentllir Metajoin the call for a #VjosaNationalParkNow
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EU @émands Vjosa National Park in newest Progress Report on Alb@iaMarch 25, the
European Parliament adopted the Albanian Progress Report 2021, in which the Vjosa National
is an explicit demand. The national park, covering the whole length of\tkeand its tributaries,
could serve as a role model for the Biodiversity Strategy within the framework of the European
Green DealVIORE
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Your turn: contribute to the Vjosa National Parespite all this support, the Albanian governmen
still has not committed to the creation of the Vjosa National Perk.want to show them that all of
Europe and even beyd support the cause. Take a picture in your city showing your support for

#VjosaNationalParkNoaOSt It t0 your so@l mediachannels and/or send it to us so we car

also share it on ours! Also, use thisme on Facebooto show your support! Wera looking
forward to your contribution!
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¢ Recorded Live

® Mladena Bolta
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first webinar, followed live by 350 people via Zoom Webinar and Facebook live stream. Weren'i

to join? No problem watch the recordinylin this webinar we explained how we try to achieve the
impossible: to save the Balkan rivers from a dam tsunami of more than 3,400 hydropower proje
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Next Webinar: Legal Tools to Protect Rivers from Hydropower Developmertérnational laws
and EU environmentakgulations have become valuable tools in preventing the construction of
new dams. In our webinar ofhursday, 29 April (14.6:00) we will be presenting our soeto-be-
released Legal Toolkit for the protection of rivers. We invite you to share your exgerdf legal
steps taken against hydropower projects and join in a discussion witRESISTER HERE
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SLAPP casga strategic lawsuit against public participatiomvhich, according to European

t I NI AFYSYyGdQa NI LILJI2 NI SdzNJ T 2 NJIt ¥ arduBa@cepiablé aXt@nptoy
shutdownd @A f &a20ASG& |yR LlJdzaK GKNRdIzZZIK KAIKfE &
intimidated and we will support her all the waylORE

Goodnews from Bosnla and HerzegovabIIowmg the Federatlon of BiH, the Republlka Srpska
now also wants to end the hydropower boom. The Assembly in Banjaaldakded a declaratioim
mid-February to 1. end subsidies of hydropower, 2. review all existing hydro concessions, 3. pu
moratorium on new concessions.
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N\ Igor Paspalj for Balkan Rivers »

= ¥ Save the Blue Heart of Europe - A Teilen
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My name is Igor Paspalj, and | am“a Bosnian
musician, who comes from a town Prijedor...

Prominent Artists for Balkan River®ivers inspire artg and artists stand up for their protection.
Recentlyigor Pspaljwho was named Best Guitarist of the World in 2020, joined our struggle for
Balkan Rivers. Furthermore, Bosnian director and supporting Artist for Balkan RiveisY A f |
was nominated for two Oscars for her film "Quo Vadis, Aida?". Last October, she spoke up abo
Bosnian rivers and against their destruction in the N1 Bosna i Hercegoemnaiény.

Spotlight on Gvozdacka Riverhe Gvozdeka river is a gorgeous mountain river in the region of
Kraljevo/Serbia, within the special nature reserve "Goc Gvozdac". This biodiversity hotspot hos
715 plant species, 317 insect species, 129 bird species, 20 species of amphibians and reptiles
as 27 species of mammals. The construction of several small HPPs is planned on the Gvozdac
River, which flows through the reserve. Local population and the manager of the protected aree
strongly oppose these projectSerbian Blue Heart partner Right\tdater (Pravo na vod)is fighting
to preserve all rivers in the Kraljevo region.
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